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The Nativity of Our Lord  

December 25, 2022 ATD   
 

About This Service  
The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in Christ 
Jesus. We call our service “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present with us this very day to give us clean hearts and renewed spirits. We come in 
joyful reverence to receive from Him.   
 

Are My Children Welcome? 
In God’s eyes we’re all children. Yes, your little ones are more than welcome. If your child 
needs a little extra room to “make a joyful noise” there’s a Nursing Room behind the 
sanctuary and a Nursery down the hall.  
 

Can I Take Communion?   
Holy Communion is unlike any other meal. Our Heavenly Father wants all who come to His 
table to be of one heart and one mind. If you’re a member of the Lutheran Church (Missouri 
Synod) you’re already of one heart and mind with us. All others are asked to speak with 
Pastor Rhode before coming forward. 
 

How Do I Become a Lutheran Christian?   
If you’re exploring the Lutheran Church, Pastor Rhode would be happy to offer guidance or 
answer your questions. Our website faithcapo.com is also a great resource. When you’re 
ready, there’s a formal process of reading, study, and prayer that culminates in being 
received into the Lutheran Church.  
 

  



Preludes  
 

8:00 a.m.  
Partita on “From Heaven Above” (Organ) 
David Schack (b. 1947) 
On Christmas Night (Organ) 
Quentin Thomas (b. 1972) 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Partita on “From Heaven Above” (Organ) 
David Schack (b. 1947) 
Two Chorales from the Christmas Oratorio (Trumpets/Organ) 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) Arr. S. Drummond Wolff 
Processional (Trumpets/Organ) 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) Arr. S. Drummond 
 

Please stand and face the processional cross. 
 

377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 

 

 

 

 
  Text and tune: English Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 



 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

   

   

P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 



Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

A The Old Testament lesson for The Nativity of our Lord is from Exodus, the fortieth chapter.  
 

 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 
18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up 
its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and 
set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of 
the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . . . 
 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set 
out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Titus 3:4–7 

A  The Epistle lesson is from Titus, the third chapter.  
 

 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that 
being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

 



Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

   

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

  Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000311 Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Offering 
Trumpet Tune Duet (10:30 a.m.) 
Jeremiah Clark (1674-1707) Arr. S Drummond Wolff 
 

Prayer of the Church 
A Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

 
 



Distribution 
364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

   Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 



 

  Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

  Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 Text and tune: Public domain 



Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 



Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

385 From East to West 

 

 

  Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Postlude  
8:00 a.m.  
Ding, Dong, Merrily on High (Organ) 
Hampson A. Sisler (1932-2020) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Trumpet Tune Duet  
Giuseppe Torelli (1658-1709) Arr. S. Drummond Wolff 
 
With Special Thanks 
Josiah Chasteen, trumpet 
Dan Fritz, trumpet 
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