Ash Wednesday

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
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Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of
prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and
humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life
and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His
Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts
and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

Silence for reflection.

Litany for Ash Wednesday

FRFRFNRFRFRERFRERERE

F@

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,

have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;
by Your holy nativity;

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by Your agony and bloody sweat;

by Your cross and passion;

by Your precious death and burial;

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;

in all time of our prosperity;
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Sit

in the hour of death;

and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To prosper the preaching of Your Word;

to bless our prayer and meditation;

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To draw all to Yourself;

to bless those who are instructed in the faith;

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned,
and all who stand in need of our prayers;

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;

and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To turn our hearts to You;

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;
and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.
We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we
are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You
have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Imposition of Ashes

Ashes symbolize our repentant state before God. We confess that we are sinners, and so we are marked
for death by the ashes. We hear the ancient curse: “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall
return.” But the ashes that mark us are in the shape of the cross. Death will not be our end. Our sins have
been atoned for by the precious blood of Jesus. We shall rise in our bodies just as He is risen in His.

The ashes are made from the Palms of last Palm Sunday. We are reminded that Jesus’ journey to the cross
was for us. We are marked with His cross to remind us that we have been claimed as His own, we have
been purchased at a price, and so He has marked us for resurrection and eternal life.

Coming forward or not is a matter of personal piety. You may remain in your seat in prayer, or come
forward for the imposition of ashes.

The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using the right thumb, the pastor or
an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence.

Confession and Absolution

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

®) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 168
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[A] In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

) Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




Old Testament Lesson Joel 2:12-19

The Old Testament lesson for Ash Wednesday is from the book of the prophet Joel, the second
chapter.

2Yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
3and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.
“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LorDp your God?
5Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
'6gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.
7Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LoRD,
and make not your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?""

8Then the LorD became jealous for his land
and had pity on his people.
The Lorp answered and said to his people,
“Behold, | am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied;
and | will no more make you
a reproach among the nations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Lesson 2 Peter 1:2-11
The Epistle is from St. Peter's second letter to the Church, the first chapter.

2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, *by which he has granted to us his precious and very
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. >For this very reason, make every effort to
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, ®and knowledge with self-control, and self-
control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and
brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. °For whoever lacks these qualities is so
nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. "Therefore,
brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities
you will never fall. ""For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173
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stead-fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.




Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
®) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

"[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them,
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2"Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received
their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, #so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

>And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. ®But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

'6[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. 7But when
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, '8that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break
in and steal, 2°but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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607 From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee

A S . v o » *
[ Y I . e — »
LAY | & I I 1 - I I L7 | [
._J I - I ' 1 I |4 !
I From depths of woe 1 cry  to Thee, In  trial and
2 Thy love and grace a - lone a - vail To blot out
3 There - fore my hope is in  the Lord And not in
4 And though it tar - ry through the night And till the
5 Though great our sins, yet great - er still Is God's a -
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trib - v - la - tion; Bend down Thy gra - cious
my trans - gres -  sion; The best and ho - liest
mine own  mer - it; It rests up - on His
morn - ing wak - en, My heart shall nev - er
bun - dant fa - vor; His hand of mer - cy
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ear to me, Lord, hear my sup - pli - ca - tion.
deeds must fail To break sin’s dread op - pres - sion.
faith - ful Word To them of con-trite spir - it
doubt His might Nor count it - self for - sak - en.
nev - er will A - ban -don us, nor wa - Ver.
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If Thou re- mem-brest ev - 'ry sin,  Who then could heav -en
Be - fore Thee none can boast-ing stand, But all must fear Thy
That He is mer - ci - ful and just; This is my com-/fort
O Is - rael, trust in God your Lord. Born of the Spir- it
Our shep-herd good and true s He, Who will at last His
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ev - er win Or stand be - fore Thy pres - ence?
strict  de - mand And live a - lone by mer - cy.
and my trust. His help I wait with pa - tience.
and the Word, Now wait for His ap - pear - ing.
Is - rael free From all their sin and sor - row.
Sermon

Stand



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.

Offering
Offertory LSB 176
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? I will of - fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je-ru - sa- lem.

Service of the Sacrament
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 177



®) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and

saying:
Sanctus LSB 178
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

®) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My -+ body, which is given

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My "I+ blood, which is shed for

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final

judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

(Pl The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

LSB 180



Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Sit
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420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a
3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart-less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee  with
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul; Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
—— | ——
o
death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er.
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might -est own me And with heav'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
5  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,

That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



6  Thou hast suffered great affliction 7  Then, for all that wrought my pardon,

And hast borne it patiently, For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
Even death by crucifixion, For Thine anguish in the Garden,

Fully to atone for me; | will thank Thee evermore,
Thou didst choose to be tormented Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
That my doom should be prevented. For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, For that last triumphant cry,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text and tune: Public domain

569 In Adam We Have All Been One
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1 In Ad - am we have all been one, One huge re - bel-lious man;
2 We fled Thee, and in los - ing Thee We lost our broth-er too;
3 But Thy strong love, it sought us still And sent Thine on - ly Son
4 0 Thou who, when we loved Thee not, Didst love and save us all,
fHu \

’L’ # | H - ] > H IL 1 | T - | ) |
s

We all have fled that eve - ning voice Thatsought us as  we ran.

Each  sin - gly sought and claimed his own; Each man his broth-er slew.
That we might hear His Shep-herd’s voice And, hear-ing Him, be one.
Thou great Good Shep-herd of man-kind, O hear us when we call.

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth;
Thou Son, O set us free
From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways,
To make us one in Thee.

A 6  Then shall our song united rise
To Thine eternal throne,
Where with the Father evermore
And Spirit Thou art one.

Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

®) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.



Nunc Dimittis
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need
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1 When in the hour of deep - est need We know not
2 Then is our com - fort this a - lone That we may
3 For You have prom-ised, Lord, to heed Your chil-dren’s
4 And so we come, O God, to - day And all our
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where to look for aid; When  days and nights of
meet be - fore Your throne; To You, O faith - ful
cries in  time of need Through Him whose name a -
woes be - fore You lay; For sore - ly tried, cast
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anx - ious thought No  help or coun-sel yet have  brought,
God, we cry For res-cue in our mis - er - .
lone is great, Our Sav-ior and our ad - vo - cate.
down, we stand, Per - plexed by fears on ev - 'ry hand.

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face;
Absolve us through Your boundless grace.
Be with us in our anguish still;
Free us at last from ev'ry ill.

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book

6  So we with all our hearts each day
To You our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Your Word,
And now and ever praise You, Lord.

LSB 183
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